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Fed’s college tool
is ‘disappointing’
GABE BRISON-TREZISE | EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

HENRI GENDREAU | COLLEGIAN

A terrace will replace the section of Scott Lane between Gaskin and Chase Avenues as part of the Middle Path restoration project.

I

A new downtown
HENRI GENDREAU | EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

magine a place where students and professors gather on Middle Path to swap stories and grab a meal from a nearby food truck.
The College is hoping to make that a reality.
Kenyon plans to replace a section of road downtown with a café terrace, complete with seating nooks and tables, before next
fall. Changes to the intended site — the section of Scott Lane between Gaskin Avenue and Chase Avenue — is part of the Middle
Path Restoration project, whose most recent phase saw the completion of the portion of the path south of the Gates of Hell, with renovations on the section of Middle Path running through the Village to be completed next summer.
Chief Business Officer Mark Kohlman said the administration envisions “a place where we can put small tables and have page 6

President Sean Decatur said he was “disappointed” in the
institutional data the U.S. Department of Education chose to
highlight in the national College Scorecard, an Obama administration project designed to provide comprehensive information about colleges. The
KENYON RISES
information, released on SaturABOVE NATIONAL
day, provides a “pretty incomAVERAGES
plete story,” Decatur said.
The College’s gradA White House statement
uation rate is more
released on Saturday described
than double the
the intent of the website, readnational average,
ing, “This new College Scorebut comes at a cost
card can empower Americans
of about $12,000
to rate colleges based on what
more than the avermatters most to them; to highage net price for
light colleges that are serving
federal financial aid
students of all backgrounds well;
recipients.
and to focus on making a quality, affordable education within
reach.”
The initiative’s website, collegescorecard.ed.gov, includes
downloadable copies of the data sets on which the scorecard
is based, as well as explanatory policy and technical papers.
Based on data collected from federal financial aid recipients from 1996 to 2013, the scorecard put Kenyon’s average
annual cost at 67 percent above average and its median postgraduate salary at 27 percent above average. Nine of Kenyon’s
top 10 overlap schools, as published by the College, bested Kenyon in postgraduate earnings, with Oberlin College as the
lone exception.
“I think the measure is an interesting one and not one that
we should completely ignore, but it doesn’t funda- page 3

Helen Forman, poet and wit, dies
Leopoldo López ’93
Daughter of John Crowe Ransom was 93.
sentenced to 14 years
MAYA KAUFMAN
NEWS EDITOR

In February of 2014, Leopoldo
López ’93 was imprisoned on charges
that were later reduced; last Thursday, he was sentenced to 13 years and
nine months in a Venezuelan military
prison, prompting international dismay and outrage.
Human Rights Watch called
López’s case “a complete travesty of
justice.” The United Nations Human Rights Council was “gravely
alarmed” by the court’s decision.
“For sheer brazenness,” The
Washington Post’s editorial board
wrote, “nothing quite matches Venezuela’s prosecution of opposition
leader Leopoldo López.”
López, a prominent leader of the
opposition movement against the socialist government of Nicolás Madu-

INSIDE THIS
ISSUE

ro, was found guilty of public incitement during February 2014 protests
in the capital city of Caracas. The
unrest claimed the lives of 43 people
on both sides of the conflict, the BBC
reported. López has been held in the
Ramo Verde military prison for the
last 18 months on an arrest warrant
for arson, murder, terrorism and conspiracy after turning himself in to the
National Guard.
“This unjust sentence … makes
a mockery of democratic values
around the world,” Leonardo Alcivar
’95, a close friend and former classmate of López’s, said in an interview
with the Collegian.
López, who majored in sociology at Kenyon, was a charismatic and
forcefully opinionated student who
made a “huge impression” on a college-aged Alcivar.
page 4
“He was a genuine

Writing Center requires
P.3 full-credit course

HENRI GENDREAU
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

She wrote bawdy limericks for
Paul Newman to give to his wife,
played croquet with Robert Penn
Warren and Robert Lowell and was
published in the Best American Poetry series at the age of 85.
Helen Forman P’73, accomplished poet and wordsmith, whom
the Alumni Bulletin dubbed a “onetime Kenyon Bookstore clerk and alltime raconteur,” died on Saturday at
her home in Gambier. She was 93.
Born Helen Elizabeth Ransom on
Jan. 17, 1922 to Robb Reavill Ransom
and John Crowe Ransom, Forman
moved from Nashville to Gambier
when her father came to Kenyon in
1939 to teach and found The Kenyon
Review. She would publish poems in
that journal, growing up in a family
and social sphere of literary titans.
“It was a place where you sat

P.9

Tour the historic
Kokosing House

around dinner tables for six hours
and told different kinds of family stories or told stories about friends,” Forman’s daughter Liz recalled. “They
created their world, and a large part
of their way of being with each other
was to tell stories, was to create narratives.”
After graduating from Vanderbilt
University, Forman married Oliver
Duane Forman in 1945, and the couple moved to Baton Rouge, La. They
divorced in 1967. In 1969, Forman
moved back to Gambier, where Liz
was beginning her first year at Kenyon’s Coordinate College for Women.
Forman became a clerk at the Kenyon
Bookstore, where she would work for
the next 20 years.
Forman drew cartoons and presided over many a night of cards and
word games with Kenyon’s elite.
Forman’s crossword puzzles
graced the pages of the Alumni Bulletin and Fortnightly, complete with

P.10

Kenyon drama student
hits the small screen

WWW.KENYONCOLLEGIAN.COM

COURTESY OF LIZ FORMAN

Helen Forman
Kenyon-themed clues: “Katz, Kluge,
or McMullen might find him a character to praise, but President Carter
found him a boasting menace.” (Answer: “Rabbit,” of the John Updike
novels.)
“I knew it from the first time we
met about 30 years ago page 4
Men’s soccer remains
P.14 undefeated
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Leonardo Alcivar ’95 on Venezuelan opposition leader Leopoldo López:
“It’s not about whether you’re a Republican or a Democrat, conservative or progressive, whether
you are a political person or not. ... The goal of our society should be to peacefully question authority and advocate for change that ensures all of us are afforded basic opportunity. We take
that for granted in America. I certainly took that for granted before I got to Kenyon.”

Accessibility, Title IX pose issue for softball field
EMILY BIRNBAUM
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon administration
made strides toward rectifying
Title IX and accessibility violations on the softball field this
past year.
The softball field did not
meet the standards of a varsity
sports field in several ways: its
surface did not recover properly
from inclement weather conditions, it did not have a press box
and its parking lot did not meet
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) accessibility requirement.
Administrators sent out
proposals to fund solutions to
these problems in January, and

the projects were finished by
the beginning of September.
Steven Arnett, director of facility operations, saw this project as the product of many driving factors. “We were looking at
fixing the issue of the field not
draining properly and then that
got rolled into the bigger picture of the outdoor athletic field
assessment in terms of accessibility and Title IX,” he said.
Assistant Athletic Director
Justin Newell applied for funding for the press box in January. In all, its construction, in
addition to Internet and cable
sources, will cost about $15,000.
In August Maintenance renovated the parking lot at a cost

of $22,000.
“There’s a gravel driveway
that goes down to a gravel parking lot now,” Arnett said. “That
wasn’t there six months ago. ...
Putting in that driveway and
providing that parking lot was
step one in terms of making
that field accessible.”
Linda Smolak, deputy civil
rights and Title IX coordinator, said the new parking lot
is one of the most accessible
on campus because it is paved
and has two spaces reserved as
handicapped spots. Many other
sports fields’ parking lots are
grass.
Yet accessibility issues that
need to be addressed still exist,

Village Record
Sept. 7 – Sept. 13
Sept. 7, 1:35 a.m. — Student complaint of abdominal pain in Watson Residence Hall.
Possible appendicitis. Transported via squad to Knox Community Hospital (KCH) for
evaluation/treatment.
Sept. 7, 1:30 p.m. — Student reported multiple instances of board and decorations being damaged in Hanna Residence Hall.
Sept. 8, 1:47 a.m. — Student complaint of pain in jaw and ear area in McBride Residence Hall. Student transported to fire station. Transported to KCH via squad for evaluation/treatment.
Sept. 8, 8:12 a.m. — College employee reported witnessing a vehicle back into another
while parking; damage sustained. Student came into Campus Safety to report damage to personal vehicle. Knox County Sheriff’s Office (KCSO) contacted to take report.
Sept. 8, 6:29 p.m. — Student complaint of difficulty breathing on Peirce patio. Transported to fire station for evaluation.
Sept. 8, 11:19 p.m. — Injured student at Campus Safety for assessment. Transported to
fire station. Transported via squad to KCH for further evaluation/treatment.
Sept. 9, 12:00 a.m. — Gender-inclusive restroom sign continuously taken down after
repetitive resigning in McBride.
Sept. 9, 12:17 a.m. — Golf cart found moved without authorization in Palme Lot. Recovered and put back in original lot.
Sept. 9, 5:19 p.m. — Student fell in Samuel Mather Hall. Safety responded and communicated with nurse practitioner. Student transported to fire station for assessment.
Sept. 9, 11:54 p.m. — Unregistered party shut down in New Apartments.
Sept. 10, 12:53 a.m. — Good Samaritan in Mather. Safety responded.
Sept. 10, 12:00 p.m. — Fire alarm activated due to burnt food in New Apartments. No
fire. Smoke cleared. Alarm reset.
Sept. 11, 10:35 p.m. — Students found with alcohol in McBride. Alcohol disposed of.
Sept. 11, 11:20 p.m. — Student cited for open container by KCSO.
Sept. 12, 2:50 a.m. — Injured student in restroom assisted by friends in Gund Residence Hall. Community Advisor witnessed an unopened beer bottle being removed
from the pocket of one student by another. Injury bandaged. Alcohol disposed of.
Sept. 12, 11:50 p.m. — Student scraped shin in Old Kenyon Residence Hall. Safety
responded, cleaned and dressed wound. Transported student to residence. No other
action necessary.
Sept. 13, 12:02 a.m. — Good Samaritan on Old Kenyon patio. Safety responded, transported student to residence.
Sept. 13, 12:21 a.m. — Student resident burning unapproved incense in a North Campus Apartment. Ash of incense thought to have dropped in trash can, causing a small
fire to start. Alarm sounded. Extinguished by unknown person(s) before Safety officers arrived. Smoke cleared. Items confiscated. Student(s) informed of College policy
against incense. Alarm reset.
Sept. 13, 1:53 a.m. — Fire-pull station activated in Mather. Unidentified student witnessed fleeing area. Safety responded. Alarm reset.
Sept. 13, 10:29 p.m. — Student left belongings unattended for a short time, found unidentified pills on papers in McBride breezeway upon return. Community Advisor and
Safety advised. Safety confiscated pills and turned over to KCSO.

according to Smolak. The nearest handicap-accessible bathroom is on the baseball field,
approximately 400 yards away.
This, together with the issue of
inadequate parking lots, is being addressed by administrators in a committee right now.
Last year, athletic directors from several other schools
came to Kenyon to produce a
report on the status of the athletic department. In response
to the suggestions posed by
this external review, athletic
department
administrators
formed compensation and facilities committees. These committees are tasked with creating
plans to fix problems identified

by the external review.
Arnett is a member of the
six-person facilities committee. “Title IX and accessibility
are a driving component of design so certainly they’ll have a
big impact on the decisions that
are made by the committee,” he
said.
Smith is on the committee
as well. “What we’re looking at
is developing a strategic plan
for all of the areas down in the
lower fields,” he said. “How can
that become more communityaccessible for all students, faculty, staff, Gambier community? How can we be attentive
to any Title IX needs that would
be there?”

Briefs
College to add new North parking spots
Between eight and 12 new student-designated parking spaces will be opening off the west
side of Bexley Hall this semester.
Four years ago, these spaces were used by students and faculty, but the College ceased use
of the spots when it opened more south-campus student parking. Last year, the Buildings and
Grounds Committee proposed reopening the spaces for student use, as more north parking
spaces were desired by the student body.
Chief Business Officer Mark Kohlman said these spaces were suggested because the parking was not being frequently used by anyone, since Bexley sits largely empty. He added that
the debris from the renovation of the north section of Middle Path prevented the spaces from
being opened last spring.
— Regan Hewitt

Proposed solar panel plan sees light of day
A Kenyon student and Columbus-based energy company are looking to install a 3.7-acre
solar panel project in Gambier.
During this past Monday’s Village Council meeting, Zach Sawicki ’16 and Joseph Recchie
P’16, of Community Renewable Energy, presented a plan to provide the Village with electricity
for its water treatment facility.
Chief Business Officer Mark Kohlman explained the plan grew out of the College’s larger
effort to promote solar energy through an independent study, the first of which has been implementing a solar system at the Kenyon Farm.
“What we are looking at is trying to identify probably one project a year somewhere in
the Village, probably on one of our smaller buildings, that will have a full-blown solar project
and this course parallel with it, where students will work with a faculty member and the solar
company,” Kohlman told the Council.
Kohlman credited Jerry Kelly, co-owner of the Village Inn, who led communications for an
Athens-based solar company, with designing an independent study for four students. One of
those students is Sawicki, who interned with Recchie in Columbus.
“I suggested a proposed solar energy project somewhat large-scale … that would feed into
Kenyon’s energy grid,” Sawicki told the Council.
Sawicki studied the parcel beneath the Village’s wastewater treatment facility and determined it might be an ideal location to provide energy. Kohlman and Recchie explained that
while the Kenyon Athletic Center was considered a possible receiver of energy, it is too far from
the facility to be cost-effective.
A project to install solar panels on the roof of Farr Hall fell through last year when state
grants didn’t materialize, Kohlman said.
The solar project for the wastewater plant is estimated at just under $2 million, most of
which will come from federal grants, Recchie said, with no cost to the Village.
Council was interested in exploring the issue further, and its Streets and Utilities Committee will take the matter up at its meeting on Monday at 6 p.m. in the Gambier Community
Center.
— Henri Gendreau
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More work, fewer hours for Writing Center consultants
LAUREN ELLER
NEWS ASSISTANT

With 45 employees, the
Writing Center, located in Olin
Library, is the largest student
employer on campus. It’s also
the only job on campus that
requires new employees to
take an academic class to work
there.
Last year, the Writing Center required all new hires to enroll in a 0.25-credit experiential class that met once a week
for 50 minutes. This semester
students are required to enroll
in a 0.5-credit English class,
called Art & Craft of Analytical Writing, that meets for 80
minutes twice a week.
“I agreed to the set-up because the alternative seemed
like it was going to be people
weren’t taking their training as
seriously,” Jeanne Griggs, the
center’s director, said.
The current number of employees has also decreased
from last year’s 56, according
to Griggs, and two consultants
now work in the center each
shift instead of the three who
did so in previous years.
The change to a 0.5-credit
course was a response to professors’ desire for those working in the Writing Center to be
better prepared to assist students with their papers.
“At least when I started, the
two big concerns were the budget and the fact that certain
professors weren’t happy about

the service that we offer,” John
Zito ’16, one of the Writing
Center’s five student managers, said. “A professor would
hear that their student went to
the Writing Center and they
sat down with somebody that
didn’t know anything about
their course.”
Haleh Kanani ’16, who
works at the Writing Center,
expressed ambivalence about
the required course, which,
when she took it was, worth
0.25 credit.
“I didn’t learn that much
personally from being in the
class,” Kanani said. “I understand why they want it, because
it gives a certain level of uniformity to the way that we’re
trained. But I honestly think I
learned the most just from experience and from being in the
Writing Center.”
New Writing Center student
employees are required to buy
two books for the mandated
class, Writing with Power by
Peter Elbow and Writing Analytically by David Rosenwasser,
the same two books on the previous 0.25-credit course’s syllabus. If purchased used from
the Kenyon bookstore these
books would cost $15 and $30,
respectively, for a total of $45.
Full-time students taking four
0.5-credit courses a semester
pay $5,900 per class.
New employees are guaranteed only one one-hour shift
of walk-ins per week; returning employees may get two

KRISTEN HUFFMAN | COLLEGIAN

Karen Aston ’16, left, assists a fellow student with his essay at the Writing Center, located in Olin Library.
one-hour shifts. Employees are
paid $9.07 per hour, which does
not even out with how much is
spent on the class. In one semester, a consultant working
one shift per week would make
approximately $136.05, for 15
weeks.
“I think it’s a lot to ask of
people that they give up one of
their slots for classes because
they want to work at the Writing Center,” Kanani said. “I
wonder if people who are taking the class for .5 credit are really getting more out of it than
I got when I took it as a .25.”
The Writing Center has also

discontinued “kindness hours,”
which previously allowed students to give one-hour consultations to individuals outside
of the Writing Center, according to Griggs. These were eliminated because so many hours
were being logged that the
Writing Center was informed
it was going over its budget.
However, students also have
the opportunity to do liaison
work, in which the employee
works with a particular class
and its professor and offers
consultation to the students
within that class by appointment.

“Among the people that were
liaisons, the average number
of consultations was 15, and
among people that weren’t liaisons, the average number of
consultations was five,” Zito
said in reference to last year’s
statistics. He said that, overall,
the average number of consultations per semester for the employees was eight.
The Writing Center’s hours
have also changed from last
year. It is now open Sundays
from 2-5 p.m. and 7-10 p.m.,
Mondays through Thursdays
from 4-10 p.m., and Fridays
from 2-3 p.m.

Scorecard statistics highlight postgrad salaries, debt
Continued from Page 1

mentally capture what we do here,” Decatur
said. He noted that the earnings are based on
graduates’ income 10 years after enrollment, a
time when many may still be in graduate school.
Himmelright Professor of Economics Kathy
Krynski stressed the importance of graduation
rates in evaluating educational results. According to the scorecard, Kenyon graduates 90 percent of its students after six years, the national
average being 44 percent.
Kenyon students who receive federal loans
also graduate with an average of $18,305 worth
of debt on those loans, according to the scorecard. This figure lands Kenyon directly in the
middle of the College’s top 10 overlap schools in
debt at the time of graduation.
Williams College, one of the 10 overlap
schools, sought to minimize debt incurred by
its students when it implemented a no-loan
policy in 2008. It repealed the policy two years
later. “They decided they couldn’t afford it,” according to Krynski, who has taught courses on
the economics of education and has a daughter
who attended Williams. She suggested Kenyon
would probably not institute such a policy given
its relatively modest endowment.
While he commended the Department of
Education for making more information about
college outcomes available to the public, Decatur said the scorecard contained “no statistics or
information about what students actually learn
in college.”

Average Annual Cost

Graduation Rate

National Average:
$16,789

National Average:
44%

$28,132

90%

The average annual net price for
federal financial aid recipients,
after aid from the school, state or
federal government

Salary After Graduation

National Average:
$34,343

$43,700

The graduation rate after six
years for schools that award
predominately four-year degrees
and after four years for all other
schools

The median earning of former
students who received federal
financial aid, at 10 years after
entering the school

KENYON RISES ABOVE NATIONAL AVERAGES
COURTESY OF THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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New form seeks to improve accessibility on campus
EMILY BIRNBAUM
STAFF WRITER

Justin Martin ’19 attended the Activities Fair this past month with a
distinct plan of action. While many
clubs caught his eye, he had one ultimate concern about them all: “Are
your meetings being held in a place
that is accessible?”
Martin, who uses a motorized
wheelchair, believes his presence on
campus to be a political statement.
Coinciding with Martin’s first year is
the 25th anniversary of the passage
of the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA), which prohibits discrimination against disabled people. The
ADA legally requires all schools that
receive public funding to make every
major event accessible.
Accessibility seems to be a major
topic on campus this year after Kenyon’s handicap-accessible renovation
of Middle Path over the summer. Student Council started off the year with
a meeting dedicated to the importance of accessibility.
“When disabled people aren’t included in little school events like this,
it sends a message to everyone else
that they don’t need to be included
anywhere else either,” Martin said.
Erin Salva, director of student
accessibility and support services,
thinks accessibility will be a prior-

ity on campus this year. In particular,
she is enthusiastic about the universal
access and concerns form. New this
year, the form is available through
the Kenyon website. It allows students and faculty to report issues with
accessibility as soon as they notice
them. Salva, after checking out the
issue and making sure Maintenance
is equipped to address it, may mark
these ADA violations “priorities,” ensuring they are dealt with quickly.
The Tabletop Club, a tabletop
game club, was the first student organization to access this form. Their
North Campus Apartment posed an
accessibility issue at the beginning of
the year, with a two-inch gap between
its front stoop and the sidewalk.
That height difference “made accessing the NCA very difficult for
some of our members,” Tabletop president Colton Flick ’16 said.
Tabletop Club contacted Salva,
who directed them to the universal
access and concerns form.
“Salva passed that information
along to Maintenance, and shortly
thereafter they installed a removable
ramp outside our front door,” Flick
said.
One other person has turned in a
complaint form so far, according to
Salva. Next week, during Kenyon’s
week-long ADA anniversary celebration — slated to include a film screen-

KRISTEN HUFFMAN | COLLEGIAN

The lack of an elevator in Ascension Hall, among other buildings on campus, makes it inaccessible to some students.
ing, a poetry night and a speaker —
Salva plans to promote the form as
a helpful tool to help students create
change.
Additionally, Salva has been working with Student Council President
Phoebe Roe ’16 and Lin Miao ’17,
whom Roe contacted over the summer about collaborating. The three
decided they would encourage all
student organizations to mark their
events as accessible when possible.
Instead of marking accessible
events, some students are chang-

ing their meeting places. Quiz Bowl
changed its meetings from its traditional location in Ascension Hall’s
Campbell-Meeker Room to a classroom in Samuel Mather Hall.
“We wanted to make sure that
anyone who was interested was able
to attend our meetings and, unfortunately, almost all the rooms in Ascension are not accessible to some
students,” Quiz Bowl co-president
Graham Reid ’17 said.
Some changes, both physical and
cultural, need to be made now, ac-

cording to Martin. Classes and events
are still held in Ascension, which does
not have an elevator. Old Kenyon remains a popular place to host parties:
it, too, lacks an elevator.
“Every day that we make even one
tiny thing inaccessible is an experience that a ton of people are missing
out on,” Martin said. “The question
shouldn’t be, ‘Why shouldn’t we make
our events accessible?’ The question
should be, ‘What people are we missing out on if we don’t make our events
accessible?’”

Notable
Human rights groups condemn alum’s sentence
wordsmith
passes
Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

that this was a true character,” said
P.F. Kluge ’64, writer-in-residence
and Collegian advisor said. “One of
a kind in Gambier, connected to the
place not as an employee particularly,
though she worked in the bookstore,
but as the daughter of John Crowe
Ransom, a reader, a commentator, a
smoker and a wit.”
In 2007, the Michigan Quarterly
Review published several of Forman’s
poems, believing they were penned
by John Crowe Ransom himself. Forman’s grandson Charles Stephen Dew
pointed out the error, but that didn’t
stop The Best American Poetry 2007
from including one of those poems in
its anthology under Forman’s name.
Professor of English Adele Davidson ’73 remembered Forman as
gracious, someone who embodied a
combination of Southern hospitality
and fierce individuality.
“The judgments of charity are not
always the judgment of virtue,” Davidson said. “Helen was somebody
that did both of those.”
One of Forman’s favorite lines
came from Shakespeare’s Antony and
Cleopatra: “Age cannot wither her, nor
custom stale / Her infinite variety.”
Forman is survived by her daughters Liz Forman ’73 and Robb Forman Dew H’07; grandsons Charles
Stephen Dew and John Dew; and a
brother, John James Ransom.

intellectual who asked tough
questions about democratic
values and about the challenges that we face as a society, as a
culture,” Alcivar said. “Those
questions were so important
because they emboldened me
to ask them.”
Rob Gluck ’93 met López
when they were first years living in Lewis Residence Hall;
he called López a “provoker of
conversation” at Kenyon.
“He was the one who would
really work to put issues on
the radar screen … that a lot of
us in the student body weren’t
necessarily thinking about,”
Gluck said. “He sought out all
points of view, people from all
walks of life.”
López went on to earn a
master’s degree from Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School
of Government. He subsequently returned to his home
country of Venezuela, where
he became the leader of the
Voluntad Popular (“People’s
Will”) party and served as the
mayor of Chacao, a municipality of Caracas, from 2000
to 2008. During this time
López was a vocal critic of
Hugo Chávez, Maduro’s predecessor.
“The Venezuela we live in
today calls itself a democracy, but this is a façade,” López
wrote in a Washington Post
opinion piece in May. He said
the country lacked free and

PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Lopez was sentenced to 13 years and nine months in a Venezuelan prison.
fair elections and that its people were denied their constitutional rights to freedom of
expression and to peacefully
assemble. “Change can start
with an end to the state-sponsored persecution of those
who think differently from
the Maduro regime,” López
wrote.
Venezuela, home of the
world’s largest oil reserves, is
currently suffering from a severe economic crisis that has
resulted in food shortages.
Last year, the country’s inf lation rate became the highest in the world, according to
Forbes.
Critics have condemned
López’s trial as politically motivated and as violating international law and human
rights. Human Rights Watch

asserted that Venezuela’s judicial process violated the right
to due process, failed to provide evidence supporting the
charges and did not allow the
accused a proper defense.
The International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights,
ratified by Venezuela in 1978,
affirms the right to a fair trial
by a competent, independent
and impartial tribunal and
maintains that all persons are
equal before the courts. Venezuela’s judicial system ceased
being independent in 2004,
when Chávez took control of
the Supreme Court.
As a member of the United
Nations (UN), Venezuela is
also subject to the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights,
adopted by the UN General
Assembly in 1948, although

the treaty is non-binding. The
day after López’s conviction
was announced, the UN Human Rights Council proposed
a resolution to suspend Venezuela’s membership.
The Maduro government
maintains that López is trying
to overthrow the president.
Gluck said the government
characterizes López as a rightwing radical who is attempting to work outside of the law.
“The thing that [López]
talks about, works for are
basic, fundamental human
rights,” Gluck said. “There’s
nothing radical whatsoever
about that, but that’s a label
that the government puts out
there and they put it out there
relentlessly enough.”
Neither Alcivar nor Gluck
was surprised by the verdict in
López’s case, but they hope the
sentence will inspire the international community to act.
“I am more convinced than
ever of the righteousness of
our cause, which is none other
than the liberation of an entire
people who suffer the painful
consequences of a model that
has failed economically, politically and socially,” López
wrote in a letter to the Venezuelan people after the conviction announcement. “Today
they have Venezuela in chains
but we have the strength, the
endurance and the faith to
make our country free again.”
Alex Pijanowski contributed
reporting.
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Some students take a leap of faith
Amid a national trend of secularization, Kenyon religious life experiences more diversity.
ALEXANDRA GREENWALD
STAFF WRITER

Though Kenyon is officially affiliated with
the Episcopal church, a look at the religious organizations operating on campus shows that
the college has branched out since 1824.
The Board of Spiritual and Religious Life
(BSRL) recognizes six student organizations —
BE: Christian Student Organization, the Cornerstones, Hillel, Newman Club, Canterbury
and Quaker Worship Group — though Buddhist and Muslim societies have been active in
the past. BSRL Administrative Assistant Hallie
Logan said some unregistered groups may also
be active.
Though Kenyon does not keep track of students’ religious associations, national trends
suggest that religious affiliation is declining
college campuses. UCLA’s Higher Education
Research Institute’s 2015 American Freshman
survey found that nearly 28 percent of college
freshmen claim no religious affiliation, compared with 24.4 percent last year and 17.5 percent in 2004.
The Office of Spiritual and Religious Life
(OSRL), founded in July, is the first office under Student Affairs to explicitly address the
spiritual needs of students. OSRL director Marc
Bragin said he has wanted to establish such a
resource since becoming Kenyon’s Jewish chaplain in 2005.
“I think on any campus, expressing yourself
religiously or spiritually is always going to be a
challenge, because it’s not necessarily the cool or
popular thing to do,” Bragin said.
Support from the OSRL includes advocacy in religious matters both at Kenyon and
in broader higher education, maintenance of
religious facilities and facilitation of interfaith
dialogue. Financial support for transportation, celebrations and events will continue to be
available to religious groups through the BSRL,
now under the OSRL.
“It can be a challenge for students to express
their spirituality on Kenyon’s campus,” Logan
said. “I think that a lot of times … they feel reserved in expressing their own personal faith.”
Expressions of faith do not necessarily present social problems for Kenyon’s religious students, however.
“I’ve been so impressed since returning to
Kenyon at how open students are about their
religious affiliation and their interest in just exploring their own spirituality,” Vice President of
Student Affairs Meredith Harper Bonham ’92
said. “I don’t think that’s the case at a lot of campuses.”
Lin Miao ’17 said that Kenyon’s religious
openness has changed her perspective on faith.
“I’ve gotten more religious perspectives here
than I would’ve gotten at home,” Miao said.
“For me personally, talking to people about
what they believe in a very open and respectful
way is something I really enjoy about being at
Kenyon.”
Not all transitions have been smooth. Qossay Alsattari ’16 said he participates in activities
organized for Muslim students and the Quaker worship group. While Alsattari identifies as
spiritual rather than religious, other students
have told him it can be difficult to be Muslim
in Gambier.
“Even four years ago ... there were a lot of
misconceptions about Islam, for instance,” Alsattari said. “Now it’s becoming more diverse,
but there is [still] some homogeneity and you
feel like a minority sometimes.”
Alsattari said he feels that greater diversity

FROM TOP TO BOTTOM:
Brian Pragacz ’17, left, assists in a Wednesday-night
service at the Church of the
Holy Spirit.
Photo by Cora Markowitz.
Students celebrated Rosh
Hashanah with a dinner on
Sunday Evening at Parish
House.
Photo courtesy of Marc
Bragin.

“

It can be a challenge for students to express their spirituality
on Kenyon’s campus. I think that a lot of times ... they feel reserved in expressing their own personal faith.”
Hallie Logan, Board of Spiritual and Religious Life administrative assistant

on campus has led to increased acceptance of
different religious identities. However, misconceptions have not disappeared. Ghada Bakbouk
’19 said she is occasionally asked about her hijab,
a head covering worn by some Muslim women.
“I have these strange questions like, ‘Do I
have to wear the hijab,’ ‘What would happen if
I don’t,’ ‘Why do I wear it in America, because
I’m not in Syria anymore,’” Bakbouk said. “I
don’t feel bad when people ask me these questions. It means they want to understand, not to
discriminate.”
Residential Life has accommodated Muslim students’ religious practices by making arrangements for food delivery at sundown dur-

ing fasts. However, one major component is
missing — halal food, which follows Quranic
dietary laws.
“Since I came here, I have been a vegetarian,
and I’m not really used to this,” Bakbouk said.
“But [the Middle Eastern Student Association
is] having conversations with ResLife and AVI,
and I hope it goes well.”
Some student organizations face logistical challenges. Newman Club President Robin
Dunn ’16 said that, for Catholic students, getting to mass requires three rounds of Kenyon
transportation every weekend.
For Hillel Student Manager Hannah Davidoff ’18, who does not consider herself reli-

gious, participation in Kenyon religious life is
less about faith and more about community.
“I do Shabbat at home sometimes, so I
thought it would be nice … to have something
in college that would be familiar,” Davidoff said.
“I would say that 50 percent of the people who
show up aren’t even Jewish. … It’s all about what
you want to get out of it.”
Davidoff said she encourages students who
are curious to attend Hillel events, no matter
their religious background.
“You’re going to college to have new experiences and meet new people,” she said. “I think
it’s important for people to branch out in college.”
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Village wants College traffic study to gauge patio’s impact
Continued from Page 1

an area where students and community members can get their market
sandwich and sit down and chat.”
The Middle Path Steering Committee — made up of faculty, administrators, Village employees and
a student delegate — met several
times over the summer to go over
proposed designs for the patio from
Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates
(MVVA), the College’s landscape architect.
Mock-ups for the space, dated July
17 and provided by a member of the
committee, show the edge of Middle
Path being replaced by a low stone
wall with steps and ramps leading up
to a central limestone plaza.
Renderings also indicate new trees
will be planted around the patio, and
in meeting notes from July 29, Matthew Girard, associate at MVVA,
wrote, “We will continue with the
approach of planting mid-story (20ft30ft tall) trees in the area of the café
terrace.”
Plans for patio furniture have yet
to be decided. At least one Village
Council member said if the furniture were moveable, it would be only
a matter of time before it wound up in
a fraternity lodge.
College Historian Tom Stamp,
a councilman and member of the
steering committee, thinks blocking
off the section of Scott Lane would
improve transportation. “I think it’s
very dangerous the way it is now,” he
said. The change has the potential to
revamp how students and cars move
downtown. On Monday, the Village
Council asked the College to conduct
a traffic study to determine what impact closing the lane would have on
cars moving through downtown. At
the Council meeting, Kohlman questioned the need for such a study, and

said it would be expensive.
“We’re not requesting the Cadillac of traffic studies,” Councilwoman
Kachen Kimmel said.
At the Village’s Planning and Zoning Committee on Tuesday, Kohlman
and the committee agreed Kenyon
would run a traffic study on the area
before moving any further with the
patio plans.
The traffic study will involve
counting the number of cars that use
the turnaround every day, specifically
at peak times in the morning, afternoon and evening for a week. The
committee also wanted to review traffic data from a busier weekend.
Once Kenyon conducts the traffic
study, the Village plans to place barriers at the turnaround for anywhere
between three days and a week, to
gauge the reaction of the Gambier
community to the closing.
Jon Lawrence, trade book buyer
for the Kenyon Bookstore, said he
thought the patio would be a welcome
addition.
“It seems like it will be part of the
campus being a walking campus,”
Lawrence said. “The patio will fit in

MICHAEL VAN VALKENBURGH ASSOCIATES

Renderings for the café terrace include new trees and seating, as well as steps leading up to a limestone plaza.
nicely and support that vision.”
If the community voices a large
concern over the closing of the turnaround, Kenyon and the Planning
and Zoning Committee will look
into hiring a professional traffic study
company.
Kohlman suggested multiple
times that Kenyon students be re-

cruited to count cars, but several
committee members said those results might be biased in the College’s
favor. There was concern about the
cost of hiring a professional company,
but Kohlman also appeared anxious
to have the study conducted quickly.
Another suggestion from Steve
Arnett, director of faculty operations,

was to set up motion-sensor cameras
in several locations around the turnaround. Neither an exact method
nor time to hold the study was determined on Tuesday.
Kohlman said he is unable to estimate the project’s cost at this time.
Alex Pijanowski and Emily Birnbaum contributed reporting.

PEEPs O’Kenyon swap recruitment parade for carnival
MAYA KAUFMAN | NEWS EDITOR

CORA MARKOWITZ | COLLEGIAN

Dante Pilkington ’16, a member of the PEEPs O’Kenyon, invited students to guess the name of a potato in a bag. He would then
smash the potato with a mallet if the student got the name incorrect — which was every time — at the PEEPs Carnival Monday.

On Monday afternoon as classes wrapped up,
something was brewing on Ransom Lawn.
The PEEPs O’Kenyon were holding a carnival, this year’s official recruitment event for
the organization. This year also marks the
PEEPs’ first as a non-Greek group.
“We just want to introduce PEEPs to the campus, you know?” Ethan Raduns-Silverstein ’16,
a member of the PEEPs, said. “We’re goofy,
we’re fun and how else do we show that off? By
doing Carnival — the logical explanation.”
The PEEPs formerly paraded through the
first-year residence halls as their mode of
recruitment.
Raduns-Silverstein is excited about the future
of the organization amid these recent changes
and said it is liberating for the group to no
longer be a part of Greek Council.
“I think we have a bad reputation,” RadunsSilverstein said. “We’re a new thing, and we’ve
got to show that off.”
“We want to make everyone happy,” he
added.
“That’s what PEEPs is about — happiness.
Happiness. Quote me on that.”
Alex Pijanowski contributed reporting.
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ASK A
PROFESSOR

FEATURES

“Being somebody from Jamaica, I would choose track
and field. Particularly the short
distances. Not because I have a
skill in terms of that, but I have
the Jamaican reputation.”
— Professor of Religious
Studies Ennis Edmonds

&

If you were going to
compete as an Olympic athlete, what sport
would you choose?”

EDITORS: CLAIRE OXFORD
and NATHANIEL SHAHAN

“I don’t watch the Olympics,
but if there were a sport
that was cycling, I would
be a cyclist. … I bike 20-30
miles everyday.”
—Distinguished Professor of
History Wendy Singer

Risky biscuits? A promising menu in need of new locale
New Mount Vernon restaurant Build-A-Biscuit’s charismatic owner Cyndi Joyner seeks a bigger kitchen.
EILEEN CARTTER
CHIEF COPY EDITOR

Just off the square in historic
Mount Vernon sits Build-A-Biscuit,
a tiny, sunny space with tables constructed from copper-painted antique suitcases and a hefty chalkboard
menu listing savory and sweet toppings to be paired with the restaurant’s signature square buttermilk
biscuits.
Build-A-Biscuit’s owner, operator and chef Cyndi Joyner, who hails
from New York City, opened the
storefront this summer.
As far as Mount Vernon eateries
go, Build-A-Biscuit feels surprisingly
niche. Joyner came to Ohio five years
ago to reconnect with her family after
years of traveling and living in and
around Europe; she met and fell in
love with a man from Mount Vernon
a year later. “If I’m gonna stay, let me
help zhoosh up Mount Vernon a little
bit,” she said. “I’m a foodie … and the
lack of options [here] was driving me
crazy.”
“I thought my demographic would
be students and young hipsters ... appreciating a modern spin on things,”
she said. “But then I get the older
couples who are farmers and have
been married for 50 years and are like,
‘My mama used to make biscuits like
this.’”
Joyner made components of the

dishes to order in the space’s makeshift kitchen, cooking cheese sauce
in an electric skillet while Bon Iver’s
“Holocene” played from speakers
connected to Joyner’s phone. She prepares many of the basic ingredients in
a commercial kitchen several blocks
away, which she then has to transport
to the restaurant.
Possible biscuit accompaniments
range from beef brisket to chocolate
gravy, which the menu’s “biscuit boxes” marry well. The “Mutha’ Cluckin’ Biscuit,” topped with spicy fried
chicken, bacon, three-cheese sauce
and tomatoes, though, was flavorful
but a bit overwhelming. The chicken,
covered in buttery hot sauce, was reminiscent of the Cove’s boneless wings;
swapping out the chicken for a fried
egg, however, would have made for a
perfect breakfast sandwich. (Joyner
had sold out of eggs that day.)
But better was the “Georgia Peach
Biscuit,” filled with peaches cooked in
a brown sugar sauce. It was the best
kind of combination of butter, sugar
and salt that really only could have
been improved by a scoop of vanilla
ice cream.
And the biscuits themselves: delicious.
It’s been a rocky start, however,
for the restaurant, and Joyner said she
may not be there much longer. “It’s
so much work to cook the amount
of food that I need for the day be-
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KRISTEN HUFFMAN AND EILEEN CARTTER | COLLEGIAN

“Should I hold my ladle, or my spatula — or both?” Owner Cyndi Joyner’s biscuits are already a local favorite.
cause the demand has gone up, and
it’s just me,” she said. She’s currently
in the market for a bigger space. “I’m
gonna piss a lot of people off,” she said,
“but until I find a [full-size] restaurant, I don’t like to do things unless I
can do them properly.” Joyner looked
into the Gambier Grill space when its
lease was up over the summer, though
its owner renewed the lease shortly
thereafter, rendering the building unavailable.
Build-A-Biscuit’s standout is
Joyner herself, the sunniest part of

Senior Class Total:

this visit to a biscuit restaurant on a
90-degree day. Her journey to Mount
Vernon has been an unusual one:
She lived in the Czech Republic before coming back to the States, and
while there taught English, sang in a
jazz band and coached contestants
for the Czech version of American
Idol. “This one kid was like, ‘I wanna
be like Usher, you know,’ from Slovakia, poor thing,” she said, laughing.
On Build-A-Biscuit’s Facebook page,
commenters raved about both the
food and Joyner’s company.

Junior Class Total:

As of now, Joyner is looking for a
sponsor to keep her business running,
hopefully in a new space. Aren’t Kenyon students always saying that Gambier just needs one more restaurant?
Build-A-Biscuit is located at 35
Public Square in Mount Vernon. According to its website, the restaurant is
open from Monday, Wednesday and
Friday from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., Tuesday and Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
and Saturday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. But call
ahead first to make sure — Joyner just
might open the kitchen for you.

Sophomore Class Total: First-Year Class Total:

5

4

6

4

Marquis Johnson ’16

Kenny Viel ’17

Erick Ditmars ’18

Kristin Woodard ’19

Who became the longest-reigning
monarch in British history this
week?

Queen Elizabeth II

Queen Elizabeth

Queen Elizabeth

Queen Elizabeth

Queen Elizabeth II

What city did the U.S. submit
as its candidate for the 2024
Olympics?

Los Angeles

Los Angeles

Phoenix?

Gambier

Boston

What is the name of the new iPad
that Apple recently unveiled?

iPad Pro

iPad Pro

I don’t know.

iPad 5

iPad Pro

What year did Kenyon go co-ed?

1969

I don’t know.

1969

1969

I don’t know.

3

2

2

2

Weekly Scores
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At Kenyon, former Division-I triathlete finds academic rigor
it.”

After transferring to Kenyon from Ohio University, Mary Lauletta ’17 is making strides.
MAYA LOWENSTEIN
STAFF WRITER

Despite Kenyon being home to
the number-one athletic facilities in
the country, according to Princeton
Review, Kenyon’s Division III athletics program does not typically attract Division-I level athletes.
Mary Lauletta ’17 is the exception.
Lauletta transferred to Kenyon
this year from Ohio University in
Athens, where she was a Division I
track-and-field athlete, and a triathlete competing during the summers
outside of her collegiate track schedule. A triathlon is an event consisting of an athletic trifecta: running,
swimming and cycling.
Lauletta, of Hudson, Ohio, made
the switch because she felt she was
not challenged enough academically during her two years at OU.
She originally chose OU because
she attended a big high school and
thought a large university would be
a good fit for her. In reality, the correlation didn’t pan out.

“The overall drive of the students
didn’t match my drive,” Lauletta
said.
According to Lauletta, the students at OU had a more relaxed attitude toward their academics. “Most
people don’t care about exceeding
expectations,” Lauletta said. “They’re
just there to get in and get out.” She
discussed the challenges of balancing Division I athletics and academics. “You’re an athlete first and then a
student,” she said.
At OU, she would train 20-30
hours a week, had both an athletic
and academic advisor and took a
light course load so she could prioritize athletics. She began to think
balancing academics and athletics
will likely be more manageable at
the DIII level.
So she began to search for a new
collegiate home. That college turned
out to be Kenyon. She considered
other liberal arts schools but ultimately fell in love with Gambier. As
the icing on the cake, she felt that
both the track team and the studio
art program, Lauletta’s major, were

SONIA PRABHU | COLLEGIAN

Triathlete Mary Lauletta ’17 jumps a hurdle on the McBride Field track.
ideal fits.
Lauletta applied to Kenyon between her freshman and sophomore
years and was not accepted. But she
knew this was the right place for her

and was determined to try again.
The next time around, she was
accepted. “It was hard leaving my
friends and sorority but it helps that
they’re not too far away, so I can vis-

Lauletta has joined the Kenyon
track team and plans to compete in
the heptathlon event which is composed of seven different events including hurdles, high jump, running
and sprints.
She began her triathlon career
by swimming and running during
high school, and has continued to
compete in triathlon events since.
Now, she is part of the Vertical Runner Triathlon Team, and this past
summer alone she competed in eight
triathlons.
Lauletta is attending the World’s
Triathlon competition this upcoming weekend in Chicago. This competition is for the world’s elite triathletes; over the span of four days a
total of 6,500 triathletes compete in
various intense races for world titles.
Though OU and Kenyon are
both rural Ohio campuses close to
small towns, the sizes of the student
bodies could not be more different.
As far as the culture shock she
felt upon arriving at Kenyon, Lauletta said, “I was in a class of 25 people and everyone was complaining
about it being too big. ‘Too big’ for
me is a class of 250 people without a
real professor.”

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Welcome to the Kenyon Inn and Restaurant
Located on the beautiful, historic
campus of Kenyon College,Ohio’s
premiere and oldest liberal arts
institution, the Kenyon Inn and
Restaurant offers the finest lodging
and dining in Knox County.

Restaurant Hours
Breakfast

Monday through Friday
7 a.m. to 9:30 am
Saturday
8 a.m. to 10 a.m.

Lunch
Monday through Saturday
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Brunch
Sunday
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Dinner
Sunday through Thursday
5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 5 p.m.
to 9 p.m.

Reservations are
always recommended.

The Kenyon Inn and Restaurant • 100 W Wiggin St, Gambier, OH 43022 • 740-427-2202 • ww.kenyoninn.com
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A Kokosing
Homecoming
Take a tour of a beautiful
Victorian home with a
colorful Kenyon past.
NATHANIEL SHAHAN | FEATURES EDITOR

HENRI GENDREAU | COLLEGIAN

I

n the dining room of the Kokosing
House, a home perched on a hill above
its namesake river, is an oval stainedglass window that lets tinted light into
the room. Known as the “bishop’s eye,” the window was designed so its original owner, Bishop
Gregory Thurston Bedell, could see the Church
of the Holy Spirit from his house.
“He actually kept the trees trimmed … so he
would have a really good view,” said Magic McBride, who owns the house with her husband,
Don.
The house has a long history with Kenyon.
It was completed in 1864 for Bedell, then-dean
of the Bexley Hall Seminary. Bedell would later
raise funds to build the Church of the Holy Spirit
and become the third Episcopal bishop of Ohio.
(Philander Chase was the first.)
The Kokosing House was designed by William Tinsley, an Irish architect who emigrated to
Cincinnati in the mid-1800s.
Tinsley left his mark on Gambier by
constructing Ascension Hall. He also
built the Knox County Infirmary in
Bangs, Ohio. Buildings he designed are
scattered throughout the Midwest, with
a number at other colleges and universities, including Ohio Wesleyan University and Wabash College in Indiana.
Ascension, the Church of the Holy
Spirit and Kokosing House all use Ohio
sandstone that comes from the same local quarry.
Bedell lived in the house with his
wife until 1889. When he retired, he donated the house to the College and returned to New York City.
According to the Knox County
Convention and Visitors Bureau, Bedell
intended the house to be the residence
of Kenyon’s president, but its distance of
approximately a mile from campus prevented this. The house was leased to the
Episcopal Church until the 1930s, when
Kenyon began using it as a residence for
professors. Kenyon sold the house to the late Professor
of English and former Kenyon Review editor Galbraith
Crump in 1970.
The McBrides purchased the house in 1995, and the
house remains connected to the College through McBride’s daughter, Lily Ann McBride ’17. In addition,
Magic McBride is an adjunct professor in the music department.
The College has not been involved in the restoration
of the house, but the McBrides have researched it extensively in the Greenslade Special Collections and Ar-

FROM TOP TO BOTTOM:
Kokosing House, on Kokosing Drive, was built in 1864 by
Bishop Gregory Thurston Bedell, then-dean of the Bexley
Hall Seminary.
The McBrides reinstated a
stained-glass window that
Bedell, the home’s first occupant, had installed in a window that had a direct view to
the Church of the Holy Spirit.
The McBrides have restored
one of the ground-floor rooms
to its original use as a library,
which they have stocked with
a number of classics.

chives. The McBrides uncovered stained-glass pieces from the
“bishop’s eye” and a portrait of Bedell in the basement of one
of the academic houses on College Park Street. Kenyon agreed
to donate these pieces back to the house. McBride believes the
College likely removed both pieces for safekeeping.
McBride said some members of the Kenyon faculty were disappointed the College did not buy the house from the Crumps,
as they believed it should have been used for faculty housing.
While the McBrides have no intention of selling anytime soon,
McBride explained the house’s deed includes a requirement
that the College be offered the chance to make a bid.

Students entering Ascension today
may wonder why some of the windows
extend above the stairway landings,
a feature also seen in the Kokosing
House. McBride explained that this is
a Victorian feature that allowed light to
filter onto the stairwell in the days before electricity.
Though the house retains its Victorian features, the McBrides did not
simply want to fill the house with that
epoch’s art and furniture. The house is
furnished with many antiques, including a hand-carved chest from Normandy and a clay smoking pipe that
was found in the yard. However, McBride said her family has blended elements of their former Art Deco-style
house with the Victorian style of Kokosing House.
The McBrides have spent years restoring the house, stumbling upon
original features such as bookcases and
fireplaces while clearing out remnants from when the
house was temporarily subdivided into faculty apartments before the sale to the Crumps.
“It had been let go,” Don McBride said, “but nothing
had been overtly damaged or painted over.”
Twenty years into their ownership, the McBrides
may not be done with the Kokosing House, but they
have indeed made every attempt to bring out the house’s
beautiful historic qualities.
“We’ve really tried to stay true to the house in terms
of what we’ve put in it,” Magic McBride said.
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A+E

UPCOMING EVENTS
SEPT. 19 | 11 A.M.
Concert

EDITORS: BAILEY BLAKER and
ELANA SPIVACK

OHIOLINA MUSIC
FESTIVAL

SEPT. 21 | 7 P.M.
Film
TEMPLE GRANDIN

HIGLEY HALL AUDITORIUM

19260 HOPEWELL ROAD,
MOUNT VERNON

SEPT. 22 | 11:10 A.M.
Speaker

ART CAREER TALKS:
SARAH JANE MILLER
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
THEATER

SEPT. 22 | 7 P.M.
Concert

ZAYNE HARSHAW OF
BLUE SPECTRUM
PEIRCE PUB

Drama student embarks on acting career in TV show
INDIA AMOS
DIRECTOR OF OUTREACH

After studying abroad in
London last semester, drama
major Sarah White ’16 relocated to Wales to spend the summer not only working in the
foreign country, but also exploring a different century.
Cast in the recurring role
of Isabel Kiffin, a baroness’s
handmaiden, in FX’s new
show The Bastard Executioner,
White relocated to Cardiff for
two and a half months to film
the show, whose pilot episode
aired this past Tuesday.
Set in the 14th century, The
Bastard Executioner follows
an ex-warrior who, despite
not wanting to fight anymore,
is forced to become an executioner. The show was created
by White’s stepfather, Kurt
Sutter, who also created another FX series, Sons of Anarchy.
White’s mother, actress Katey
Sagal, also has a role in the
show: She plays Annora “Nora”
of the Alders, whom White described as a healer.
“There’s a little nepotism,
but it’s a dream,” White said of
getting the role.
White is a member of the
Owl Creeks a cappella group
and has experience acting in
a number of Kenyon productions; both activities have
given her experience on stage.
She is currently preparing
for a role in the Kenyon College Dramatic Club’s (KCDC)
production of Moonchildren,

COURTESY OF SARAH WHITE

In FX’s new series The Bastard Executioner, which follows a 14th-century warrior-turned-executioner, Sarah White ’16 plays a baroness’s handmaiden.
which will run Oct. 15 to 17.
White’s drama senior thesis partner and friend, Hannah
Zipperman ’16, is happy to see
her friend succeed.
“Sarah is a great and beautiful person to work with just
because she’s so giving and
trusting when you’re working
with her on stage,” Zipperman
said.

Despite having gained experience in theater at Kenyon,
White wanted more. She said
the opportunity to gain professional experience while still in
college is rare, and she recognizes her good fortune.
“It’s amazing to get a taste of
exactly what I want to be doing
while I’m at Kenyon and going back to senior year with all

that,” White said.
While this hands-on experience has helped broaden her
professional repertoire, the
show’s specific setting has required White to learn skills she
never would have otherwise.
“I’ve had to do some tricky
things, like learn how to ride
side saddle, which was very exciting because I hadn’t been on

a horse since I was about 12,”
White said.
Assistant Professor of Drama Benjamin Viccellio ’98,
who is White’s advisor, believes this success could not
have gone to a more deserving
person. “I’m thrilled for her,”
Vicellio said. “I think it’s nice
when good things happen for
good people.”

Broken Legs a cappella brings showtunes to Kenyon
Jono Bornstein ’18, looking to address the dearth of
musical theater on campus, created his own showtune a cappella group to fill the niche.
DEVON MUSGRAVE-JOHNSON
STAFF WRITER

For pop-music lovers, there are the
Ransom Notes and the Chasers. For
jazz, there’s Take 5. Colla Voce and
Männerchor dominate the classical
niche. But what about for the musical
theater nerds who can’t help but spontaneously burst into their favorite number
from Rent?
Early in spring semester of last year,
Jono Bornstein ’18 presented his vision
of a musical theater-based a cappella
group, the Broken Legs, to the Student
Life Committee. Despite the fact that
numerous a cappella groups already existed on campus, Bornstein believed he
could bring something new to the Kenyon community.

Brave Potato and independent productions provide musical theater opportunities — Brave Potato puts on two
musicals a year — but these do not satisfy Bornstein, who has been performing
in musicals since he was in sixth grade.
Bornstein perceived a lack of musical
theater-based productions and groups
on campus, and he set out to do something about it. “I wanted a group that
could constantly do things throughout
the semester,” Bornstein said.
By the start of this year, Bornstein,
along with a small group of friends, had
created the Broken Legs. After Bornstein advertised the group at the activities fair, 35 first years and sophomores
auditioned. Of those, 10 students made
the cut.
Despite the myriad other a cappel-

la groups on campus, the Broken Legs
would only be performing songs from
stage musicals, thus setting themselves
apart from the rest.
“I think Jono did a really great job of
finding a unique part of a cappella that
wasn’t currently being offered,” Sam
Filkins, assistant director of student activities for leadership, said. “It can be
hard with so many groups on campus,
but it’s obvious with the result of their
auditions that they found a good fit for
Kenyon.”
Other established a cappella groups
on campus have been willing to help the
new group get on its feet, according to
Bornstein. “I have more theater experience than a cappella experience, so it’s
been amazing to see how welcoming the
whole a cappella community has been to
us,” he said.
With the first few weeks of classes already behind them, the group is ready
to get started.
They’ve decided on its set list, which

includes songs from productions such
as Chicago and The Book of Mormon.
Rehearsals have already begun, with
the group meeting six hours per week in
Rosse Hall.
Another element that may help
set the Broken Legs apart from other
groups is its use of movement and choreography. According to Marc Ferraro
’17, the group’s choreographer, they plan
to incorporate dance into their performances.
“We really want to somehow preserve
the original feeling of theater and a lot
of that comes from movement,” Ferraro
said.
The Broken Legs still have a long way
to go in terms of preparation, Bornstein
said. Various members of the group will
be working to create the arrangements
for each song.
The Broken Legs plan to hold an open
rehearsal sometime in early December
and their first official performance in
the spring.
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Archives gem Bourke-White revisited in new context
A Soviet transformation as seen through an American lens
BAILEY BLAKER
ARTS EDITOR

Margaret
Bourke-White,
the lauded Depression-era
American photographer, began her career 109 miles away
from Gambier, in Cleveland.
Today, her work can been seen
in museums around the world,
including Kenyon’s very own
Greenslade Special Collections and Archive.
Austin Porter, postdoctoral fellow at the Center for the
Study of American Democracy (CSAD), gave a lecture last
Thursday about Kenyon’s collection of Bourke-White photographs, which were taken
during the early days of the
Soviet Union. Porter’s talk was
given in conjunction with the
Archive’s current photo display, Daguerreotype to Digital:
American Photography, which
traces the history of photography in the U.S. BourkeWhite’s photos, while a part of
this larger narrative, are not
officially featured in the exhibition because they were shot
abroad.
Bourke-White is best remembered for her documentary photography featured
in publications such as Life
Magazine, which brought the

“

Photography is unlike any other art because it
travels in spaces in a way that painting and sculpture
can’t.”
Austin Porter, postdoctoral fellow at the Center for the Study of
American Democracy

BAILEY BLAKER | COLLEGIAN

Professor Austin Porter pores over the Archives’ Bourke-White collection.
wider world to the American
home. “Photography is unlike any other art because it
travels in spaces in a way that
painting and sculpture can’t,”
Porter said. “A photograph is
a photograph whether it’s in a
frame on the wall or if it’s in
Life Magazine May 7, 1945.”
During the 1940s, BourkeWhite worked as the first U.S.
foreign correspondent in the
Soviet Union, documenting
the country’s rapid indus-

trial growth. Kenyon’s archival collection includes one
of Bourke-White’s portfolios
from this time. The portfolio
provides a look at the U.S.S.R.
during this phase. The work
contains an array of photos
whose subjects range from
steel workers to Joseph Stalin’s
mother and great-aunt.
But Bourke-White seldom
photographed political figures. The only bureaucrat
featured in the collection is a

chief engineer photographed
in front of a dam. The majority of her subjects, including
Stalin’s relatives, were found
in humble environments that
obscured the role of politics.
“Stalin’s mother made a
comment that she wasn’t quite
sure what her son did, or
what his position was,” Porter said. “Mainly she was just
disappointed that he wasn’t a
priest.”
The lecture hit close to
home for Professor of Art
Emerita
Karen
Snouffer,
whose father Bourke-White
photographed during World
War II. Snouffer conducted
exhaustive research about
her parents’ memories of the
war as part of a five-year art
project that culminated in
an exhibition, Journey, at the
Western Art Gallery in Cincinnati. Snouffer traveled to
cities in France where her father remembered having been
deployed, including Épernay,
where a second exhibition of
her work, Souvenirs Retrouvés
(Memories Rediscovered), was

shown at the local cultural
arts center, the Médiathèque.
Snouffer funded the project using three Kenyon faculty development grants. She
also read the many letters exchanged by her parents during
the war. One such letter details
the day that Bourke-White
photographed Snouffer’s father outside the Buchenwald
concentration camp. “The
next day he said [in one of his
letters], ‘Look for my photo in
Life Magazine, because Margaret White just took my photo,’” Snouffer said.
Stories like Snouffer’s speak
to the deeply human nature
of Bourke-White’s photography. Sarah Jensen ’18, a student worker in the archives,
attended the lecture to learn
more about the history behind
Bourke-White’s portfolio.
“I thought it was really interesting to understand the
human aspect behind her photography,” Jensen said. “How
photography can get into a
person’s life even though one
still image.”

Moving from student to master, one design at a time
Studio artist Taylor Sweeney ’15 returns to Gambier as the coveted shop supervisor technician.
MICHAEL CUSACK
STAFF WRITER

For the recent Kenyon graduate,
with spring comes a move away from
the Hill in pursuit of the next step. But
for Taylor Sweeney ’15, the next step
means staying on campus another year.
Each year the studio art department
selects one graduating art major from
a pool of applicants to be the shop supervisor technician, which entails supervising the sculpture studios while
assisting professors, working with students and maintaining equipment. This
fall, Sweeney returns to Gambier to fill
the position.
The role offers Sweeney the opportunity to serve as both a technical
and an advisory resource for students
while also pursuing his own projects
to build his portfolio. “I’m someone
who can talk about their work who
isn’t another student,” Sweeney, who
works with wood, steel and found objects, said. “I’m there as a resource, not
just as a technician who knows how the
machines work and how not to injure
yourself when you use them.” He also
has access to the department’s spaces
and resources for his own work.
“During those hours when you’re
not directly interacting with students
or fixing things or doing a myriad of
requested jobs from the professors, you
have time to work on your own stuff in
a great studio,” Sweeney said. “I have a

“

[Sweeney] finds the most
interesting components of an
object and he’s able to exploit it
and I think that’s something that
is rare in an artist, to be able to
find beauty in the mundane.”

Craig Hill, visiting assistant
professor of art

great department of professors to talk
to and work with who have such a wide
variety of styles. I get to work closely
with someone on the other side and get
a little more insight into the pedagogy.”
Sweeney’s new role has allowed him
to continue his exploration of other
media, a direction he began experimenting with during his last semester
as a student.
“I’ve moved a little bit away from
pure fabrication from raw materials
to incorporation of more objects that
have been manufactured outside of my
hands,” Sweeney said. “When I’m working in this sort of improvisational sort
of way it affords a lot of momentary decision-making that can be quickly reversed or flip-flopped, switched around
as an ephemeral way of working with
things and not so final or set in stone as
with steel or wood.”
Visiting Assistant Professor of Art
Craig Hill praised Sweeney’s work.
“He’s grounded in a minimal aes-

KRISTEN HUFFMAN | COLLEGIAN

Post-grad, Sweeney works with the studio art department as their shop supervisor technician.
thetic, but I think it has a contemporary voice because of the materials he’s
choosing to use,” Hill said. “He finds
the most interesting components of an
object and he’s able to exploit it and I
think that’s something that is rare in an
artist, to be able to find beauty in the
mundane.” Sweeney’s final senior art
project used shredded blue tarp to give
the impression of different scenes, from

spouting water to a gently waving flag.
Sweeney says it will take time to settle into the position.
“I have to be vigilant about … balancing how much thought and energy
and seriousness I put into my own work
compared to the people who are actually in my classes,” Sweeney said. “I’m
bound to overextend myself, but that’s
OK. I’m in a good place to do that.”
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EDITORIAL

Writing Center
employees can’t
break even
At Kenyon, students can be lifeguards, ATs
or phonathon callers. Or they can work for the
Writing Center, which, with 45 student employees, is one of the most popular paid gigs on campus. And also one of the most unfair.
The Writing Center stands apart from its
peers in that it requires students to take a fullcredit academic class to work there. In years past
it’s been a 0.25-credit class. Now it’s been increased to a regular 0.5 course.
While the course is designed to provide a
standardized training regimen, employee testimony suggests it may be unnecessary, and less
fruitful than actual experience assisting fellow
students. Some students in the course, which
meets twice weekly, will likely spend more time
learning to do their job than they will actually
doing it.
Moreover, the course seems unreasonably
onerous in light of the fact that new Writing
Center employees are only guaranteed one hour
of work weekly — or $9.07 in wages. Returning
employees are guaranteed two hours of work.
This work can hardly be billed as a true moneymaking opportunity. A new employee may make
around $150 a semester, a pittance compared to
the $5,900 per-course tuition cost that Kenyon
charges.
We see no compelling rationale for offering
45 students spots on the payroll, and making
them all take a full-credit class to stay there, when
there’s not nearly enough work for them all.
This past January, the College also discontinued the Writing Center’s much-loved “kindness
hours” program, which allowed employees to
consult with students outside of the center’s headquarters in Olin and then clock in those hours as
paid shifts. Claims that the program went over
budget only reflect its popularity. Should the response to a valuable program becoming increasingly popular be to cancel it? Certainly not.
The College, which so publically lauds its
writers past and present, should reevaluate how
it operates the Writing Center. It could start by
finding room in its budget to restore kindness
hours. Or by devising a training program that
doesn’t require students to give up an actual academic course. In any case, the Writing Center
ought to grant its employees more substantial opportunities to work with fellow students, rather
than reducing their work hours and miring them
in extraneous class work.

CARTOON BY ERIC BAUMEISTER

Media coverage wrongly lionizes López
ISABELLA BIRD-MUÑOZ
CONTRIBUTOR

I’m troubled by Kenyon’s response to Leopoldo López’s ’93
political activism and the general media assessment of his
leadership. There are some facts
about his policies that American media do not acknowledge.
In short, I feel López is not
the left-wing activist that the
American media portrays him
as. Rather, López represents
Latin American right-wing
politics at their most harmful.
Let me be clear: I am against
his imprisonment. No one
should be incarcerated for political expression. However, it
is difficult to get accurate depictions of López’s agenda due
to the fact that the U.S. media
portrays him as a hero, as exemplified by a recent CNN article (“Leopoldo López, imprisoned Venezuelan opposition
leader, remains defiant”). This,
and similar articles, present
López as a human rights martyr when he actually represents
Venezuela’s elite.
According to Counter-

“

To me, Voluntad Popular is another example of
an opposition group in Venezuela attempting to
oust a democratically elected government.”

Punch, a left-wing news magazine, López and his party, Voluntad Popular (VP), receive
funding from the U.S. government so that he acts in favor of
the U.S. in Venezuela. Roberto
Lovato, a University of California-Berkeley scholar, explores
how López’s movement aligns
with U.S. policy. By aligning,
VP receives funding from U.S.
government institutions. Harnessing the power of Twitter,
Facebook, etc. to garner the
support of younger groups,
specifically students, it was
easy to construct a narrative
associating the movement with
left-wing politics, as with the
Arab Spring.
VP is not the first example
of corruption in López ’s career.
The first party López was with,
Primero Justicia, was funded
through corrupt means. Funding came from the Cisneros
Group media conglomerate —
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his parents’ employer — the
National Endowment for Democracy, U.S. Agency for International Development, and
other U.S. government institutions. According to CounterPunch, these funded Primero Justicia under the pretense
that money was going to “civil
society organizations,” which
Primero Justicia is not. Presently, the Obama administration
funds VP (about five million
dollars more than the original
$90 million since 2000).
Lopez’s leadership also focuses on the Venezuelan upperclass. A CounterPunch article,
“The Class Conflict in Venezuela,” discusses the strikes in
2014 and reads, “Only in richer
neighborhoods ... was there
evidence of a strike, by business owners (not workers). In
the western and poorer parts of
the city, everything was normal
and people were doing Christ-

mas shopping — images unseen in the U.S. media.”
To me, VP is another example of an opposition group in
Venezuela attempting to oust
a democratically-elected government. The U.S. plays a key
role in the perception of VP, as
the CounterPunch article “The
Class Conflict in Venezuela”
posits: “Washington has been
more committed to ‘regime
change’ in Venezuela than anywhere else in South America —
not surprisingly, given that it is
sitting on the largest oil reserve
in the world.”
I truly believe there should
be no political prisoners and
that López should be freed. I
guess, like most Kenyon students, I align with the “Free
Leo López” campaign. Yet, I
believe that as privileged students, we have the responsibility to educate ourselves as best
we can before deciding to support a political movement.
Isabella Bird-Muñoz ’18
is undeclared from San Juan,
Puerto Rico. She can be reached
at birdi@kenyon.edu.
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Accepted should not mean forgotten
Is the Class of 2020 already getting more attention than the just-arrived 2019-ers?
EVE BROMBERG
CONTRIBUTOR

I still remember reading the copy
of The Collegian Magazine from last
April, with the big purple thumbs up
on the cover. I felt surprised that the
entirety of Kenyon was fixated on
the entering class — it seemed like
we were the first group of 18-yearolds to go to college, and the Kenyon
students were already writing about
us. I remember opening up my admissions decision online and starting to cry.
Aside from how much I wanted to
go to Kenyon, I believe it was the full
release of every emotion I’d felt over
the six-month college process that
had consumed my life since, well,
early childhood (I’m a planner). I
was going to college — adventure
and maturity awaited! Everything
was new and fresh and oh my, it was
as if no one had ever gone to college
before. The Class of 2019 was to be
the pioneer of higher education!

This sentiment continued after
my arrival on campus: a mixture
of knowing I was part of a historic
class and the complete awareness
that I was a first year, and people
would stare. Convocation was the
summation of every trial and tribulation from high school, a celebration of mass achievement. Through
all of this, prospective students
and their eager parents meandered
around our campus with expressions of hope and excitement. Their
parents were whispering to them,
“Well, if you go here you’ll have to
…,” the same statement I heard from
my own parents on the countless
tours I took.
Once classes started, prospective
students showed up and eagerly listened to see if they would get what
they sought in our undergraduate
education here. During one class the
prospective student got more face
time with the professor than some
of the enrolled students, as the professor asked the student if they were
looking into Kenyon and what they

hoped to pursue. It was as if the admissions office briefed each professor on recruiting more students to
rapidly expand the student population.
I have nothing but the utmost
respect for the admissions officers
here. But now it seems attention has
shifted away from the current community and toward the incoming
class, even though the Class of 2019
has just arrived.
By nature, colleges are businesses
and the admissions process is cyclical — a college cannot function
without its next incoming class. But
should the nature of the selection
process effect the attention paid to
current students?
A benefit of attending Kenyon is
that it is a close-knit community.
While we want Kenyon to retain
this sense of approachability, it cannot come at the expense of what is
already here.
Eve Bromberg ’19 is undeclared
from Brooklyn, N.Y. Contact her at
bromberge@kenyon.edu.

Where’s the fun in first-year functions?
Orientation activities miss the mark in the eyes of one contributor.
JAQUELEEN ENG
CONTRIBUTOR

“

What took us a week could have been done in a few days. While there was an
attempt at getting us to make friends and bond, it was not executed well.”

For some recent high
school grads, the August
air is heavy with anticipation for what all the earlymorning SATs, adrenalinefueled essay workshops and
desperate tears were for:
college. More than anything, I was excited. Unfortunately, Kenyon’s orientation managed to mask
any positive emotions I had
about starting college and
replaced them with fear
and a loathing for picnics I
never expected.
Logistically, orientation
did its job. It took care of
language requirements, introduced us to our advisors
and answered questions
about classes and professors. I suppose that is the
ultimate goal of orientation.
But it was not anyone’s
definition of fun. Arguably one of the most anxiety-producing
concepts

for a new college student
is making friends. Mandatory panels on diversity, sober games in Gund
and ice cream socials are
not the best ways to do it.
It was too long, the schedule was too tight, the picnics were awkward and
filled with the same food
every time. What took us a
week could have been done
in a few days. While there
were attempts at getting us
to make friends and bond,
they were not executed
well.
After talking to friends
from other schools, it has
come to my attention that
force might be the best
tool to use here. Orientation for most of my friends
involved outdoor trips before the start of classes.
While we have pre-orientation programs, these are

Submit your questions about
love and life to
The Collegian’s
newest advice column

Send to sakamotoe@kenyon.edu

not mandatory. They did
not force all students to get
up close and personal with
each other, which might
be the best way to get rid
of the intense orientation
awkwardness.
Outdoor
trips may sound daunting,
but not all pre-orientations
have to involve tirelessly
trekking the Appalachian
Trail. Some trips involve
learning how to cook sustainable meals, volunteering throughout the area or
practicing yoga and meditation.
While textbook Q-andA’s, Dear White People —
a film that addresses tensions associated with being
diverse in a homogenous
community — and department presentations are all
important, it would be beneficial to have more bonding activities that allow

students to get comfortable
with each other. It could
only help to add more lowkey bonding time. After
I was done with the “important” parts of orientation all I wanted was a nap,
not to put on makeup and a
deceiving smile and try to
look presentable to get people to be my friend.
I know, I know, there is
only so much the administration can do to make a
large group of teens feel
less awkward. All I’m saying is that if we were more
comfortable around each
other there would be less
complaining about the
same meals at picnics, general awkwardness and lack
of air conditioning.
Jaqueleen Eng ’19 is undeclared from Chatham,
N.J. Contact her at engj@
kenyon.edu.
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Close to
house, far
from home
TOBIAS BAUMANN | CONTRIBUTOR

First-year orientation: a ritual endured every year by a few hundred nervous kids, coming from all across the world, eager to start the
next significant chapter of their lives. Amid
advisor meetings, awkward Title IX assemblies and picnic after picnic, the real purpose
of this place almost seems to get lost: we are
here to receive an education of a profoundly
different type than many of us experienced in

“

In many ways, the most
jarring thing to get used
to is the almost contagious
rejection of apathy that Kenyon’s community espouses.”

high school. It’s a fact made especially apparent to me, because I’m someone with an unusually close perspective.
“Hi, I’m Toby and I’m from Mount Vernon,
Ohio.” I uttered this phrase countless times
during the gauntlet of orientation events. Despite the generic nature of this introduction,
it was often met with gasps of surprise and
incredulous follow-ups. “You’re from Mount
Vernon? What’s it like?”
Yes, Mount Vernon. The strange and alien
world located just one short car trip or inconvenient bike ride from campus. A few answers: No, I don’t know anyone who cooks
meth. Yes, the “townies” will think of you
as unfathomably pretentious by default. No,
my parents will not show up at the dorms to
check up on me. Yes, I can show you where
Palme House is. But one of the most common
questions is the one I’ve had to answer in the
most in-depth way: “Has it been an easy transition?”
Months ago, I naïvely thought the answer
to that question would be yes. After all, I knew
what I was getting into, right? I’ve lived here
for my entire life. I even took courses here
part-time to supplement my high school education. Yet while I have been spared inconveniences like cross-country car trips or getting
lost on the way to class, I feel largely the same
as my peers. We are all rapidly adjusting to
new people, new attitudes and new freedoms.
In many ways, the most jarring thing to
get used to is the almost contagious rejection
of apathy that Kenyon’s community espouses.
Unlike that of Mount Vernon High School,
the environment here is one in which the student body and faculty find intrinsic fulfillment in teaching and learning. As a result,
education is no longer a chore, but a communal purpose, extending beyond the classroom and fostering deep and meaningful understanding of my studies. In that sense, the
most meaningful changes have nothing to do
with where you lived before coming to Kenyon. Sometimes, it really does seem like another world entirely, but I am now a part of
this community and the educational values it
promotes.
Tobias Baumann ’19 is undeclared from
Mount Vernon, Ohio. Contact him at baumannt@kenyon.edu.
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SPORTS
EDITORS: ESTEBAN BACHELET
and NOAH NASH

SCOREBOARD
GOLF

WOMEN’S SOCCER

SEPT. 12-13

at

BATTLE AT THE BROOK

SANDUSKY, OHIO
FIRST PLACE

SEPT. 13

at

MANCHESTER
UNIVERSITY

vs.

MANCHESTER, IND.
W 4-0

VOLLEYBALL

MEN’S SOCCER
SEPT. 13

MARIETTA COLLEGE

GAMBIER, OHIO
W 4-0

SEPT. 16

at

EARLHAM COLLEGE

RICHMOND, IND.
W 3-0

Lords defeat Carnegie Mellon in strong home weekend
PETER DOLA
STAFF WRITER

Kenyon men’s soccer maintained their
perfect record this weekend by defeating the
Carnegie Mellon University Tartans (Pittsburgh) 4-3 and the Marietta College Pioneers (Marietta, Ohio) 4-0.
Carnegie Mellon threatened to tarnish
the Lords’ record as they took an early lead
and didn’t give it up until late in the second
half. Carnegie Mellon scored in the first five
minutes of the game on a contested goal, in
which Kenyon goalie Sam Clougher ’17 may
have been fouled as he was pushed into the
goal before the ball had crossed the goal line.
Yet two minutes later, Tony Amolo ’17 capitalized on a mistake by the Tartans’ goalie,
passing the ball into an empty net to tie the
game up. The tie was short-lived, however,
as Carnegie Mellon scored on a corner kick
that was volleyed into the net at the back
post by Ryan Stinebaugh. “We gave up some
sloppy goals in the first half,” defender Oliver Wynn ’18 said. “We needed to work hard
to make up for those in the second half.”
The Lords were up to the task as they
scored three goals, including the go-ahead
goal by Wynn, which led to an eventual 4-3
win.
The Carnegie Mellon match-up could be
considered the first true competition for the
Lords, as the Tartans had just defeated the
third-ranked Division III soccer program
in the nation, Messiah College (Mechanicsburg, Penn.). “The Carnegie Mellon game
was a huge test for us, and I think we proved
to ourselves and hopefully to other teams
that, despite losing so many seniors last year,

we can still compete and win games at a high
level,” Wynn said.
The Lords cruised past the Marietta Pioneers in the next game, with four different
Kenyon players each scoring a goal, leading
to an impressive 4-0 win.
In the first half, Josh Lee ’16, Woo Jeon
’18 and Henry Myers ’18 scored goals for the
Lords in the eighth, 11th and 27th minutes,
respectively. It marked the first goals of the
season for Lee and Jeon and the second for
Myers. In the second half, David Resnekov
’16 scored in the 51st minute to extend the
lead to 4-0.
This weekend showcased the Lords’ highpowered offense, which has already scored 18
goals in five games this season. This intensity
of offense has helped the Lords remain undefeated through the first five games, scoring
no fewer than three goals in any game and
stepping up as the defense continues to adjust for the loss of four starting seniors last
year.
“We didn’t lose any of the starters from
last year, which is helping us build a stronger
attack due to [the team’s] chemistry,” starting forward Jeon said. “Especially having
Tony up top with the goals he’s been scoring
is always a bonus. In addition, we brought in
a good freshman class and they’ve quickly
gelled with the team style of play and contribute to the goal count.”
With these two wins, the Lords moved
into the top three in two national polls for
DIII soccer. In the ranking by d3soccer.
com, Kenyon earned second in the nation,
while in the ranking by the National Soccer
Coaches Association of America, Kenyon
earned third.

Ladies on win streak

Women’s soccer turns season around.
RISHI CHOUBEY
STAFF WRITER

The defending North Coast
Athletic Conference (NCAC)
champion Ladies soccer team returned from an undefeated set in
Indiana this weekend, after beating non-conference opponents
Anderson University (Anderson,
Ind.) 3-1 and Manchester University (North Manchester, Ind.) 4-0.
The Ladies are now on a threegame winning streak, in which
they’ve scored nine goals and allowed only one.
The team feels positive now despite losing their first three games.
“We were looking to turn a corner
this weekend after the first couple
games, and I think we’ve done that
pretty well,” goalkeeper Alissa
Poolpol ’16 said. Poolpol is now
tied for second in the NCAC in
shutouts (two) and saves (26).
According to Poolpol, the Ladies have a lot to feel good about
moving forward. Each team member played this weekend and contributed in some capacity in their
two wins.
The Ladies (3-3) defeated An-

derson (2-2) thanks to Maggie
Smith ’17, who scored two goals
and had an assist in the game, and
some stout defense. Despite letting
the Ravens score in the 12th minute of play, the Ladies allowed only
two shots on goal the entire match.
On Sunday against the Manchester Spartans (2-3), the Ladies
had 34 total shots to Manchester’s
eight. First-year Brianna Maggard
came off the bench and scored
the first two goals of her Kenyon
career against the Spartans. Maggard scored her first goal off a corner kick, assisted by fellow first
year Meredith Rogers. Before halftime, Maggard put the ladies up
2-0, unassisted.
In the second half against Manchester, within minutes of each
other, sophomores Gillian Blackwell and Emma Klug scored their
first goals of the season. Blackwell
poked a shot into the net in the
71st minute, and Klug scored on
a breakaway off of an assist from
Claudia Brown ’19 in the 73rd.
The Ladies travel to Defiance,
Ohio today to take on the Defiance
College Yellow Jackets at 4 p.m.
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Dalton Eudy ’17 is an important member of the Lords’ well-rounded attack on offense.

Cross-country runs first meet
CHARLIE WOOLSEY
STAFF WRITER

On Saturday, Lords and Ladies cross-country competed in the
North Coast Athletic Conference
(NCAC) conference preview on Kenyon’s new course, with top Kenyon
finishes coming from Sam Lagasse
’16 and Andrea Ludwig ’19. The
Lords had two runners in the top 10,
but finished seventh as a team, with
140 points, while the Ladies earned
a fourth-place finish with a score of
85.
“This meet kind of shows where
we stand in the conference,” Head
Coach Duane Gomez said. “Some
of our top runners still have some
summer injuries they’re coming off
of, so they’re not running really hard
right now.”
The preview was the first major meet of the season for the cross
country teams, an introduction to
a schedule that culminates with the
NCAC conference championship
on Oct. 31. The 5K competition included top NCAC schools such as
Oberlin and Denison and featured
two non-NCAC schools in the University of Mount Union (Alliance,
Ohio) and Mount Vernon Nazarene

University.
Ludwig led the Ladies with an
eighth-place finish at 19:34.6. She
was trailed by fellow first year Quinn
Harrigan, who finished just under
20 seconds behind Ludwig, earning
a 10th-place finish. Both first years
led the team on Saturday as well as
on Sept. 1, when Harrigan took first
and Ludwig second against Ohio
Wesleyan University.
“Those two guys are running
well,” Gomez said. “I’m very impressed. That’s a really tough field
out there.”
The Ladies finished fourth out
of seven schools without the help
of Harlee Mollenkopf ’17, who was
out with an injury. “She’s one of the
top distance runners in the conference,” Gomez said. “If she had been
where she normally was, she would
have finished like top three and that
would have put us right through to
second place.”
According to Gomez, the Ladies
are a few healthy runners away from
glory. “I think when they’re all injury-free they could be top 10 in the region,” Gomez said. Until then, however, it’s on Ludwig and Harrigan to
lead the way. “I’m just glad I get to
help out,” Ludwig said. “It’s exciting

for me. I’ve been training really hard
all summer.”
For the Lords, Lagasse led the
team with a time of 16:12.8, good for
a fourth-place finish overall. Lagasse
maintained a solid pace with a leading pack composed of teammate Nat
Fox ’16 and several Oberlin runners,
including eventual first-place finisher Geno Arthur. Lagasse stayed
in third for the majority of the race,
but was passed by Oberlin’s Grant
Sheely with about 1,000 meters to go.
“I think I could have out-kicked
him if I had started (the kick) a little
earlier,” Lagasse said. Fox finished
10 seconds behind Lagasse and took
seventh place. “It definitely helps
when you know you have someone
right there,” Lagasse said of Fox. Despite this effort, the Lords placed last
due to a two-minute gap between
Fox and Kenyon’s third scorer, Kyle
Rose ’19. Gomez, however, praised
Rose’s 45th-place performance.
“He’s one of the surprises right now.
He’s doing really well, so I’m pretty
happy with that.”
This weekend, both teams will
compete against 25 other schools
at the Otterbein Invitational, one
of three more meets left before the
NCAC championship.
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Golf takes first in Battle at the Brook
Jake Fait ’16 places fourth; team claims its second-lowest single-day score.
NOAH NASH
SPORTS EDITOR

At the end of the Battle at
the Brook tournament in Sandusky, Ohio, the team’s second of the season, the Lords
had golfed their way to a firstplace finish. The Lords, who
finished ninth in a field of 16
teams at the Transylvania Invite on Sept. 6, finished Saturday with the lead.
The Lords shot a Saturday score of 302 and followed
up their impressive performance by shooting 293 on
Sunday, for a total score of
595, 22 strokes below that of
second-place Mount St. Joseph University (Cincinnati).
The Sunday score of 293 was
the second-lowest in Kenyon
history. They scored 288 last
year.
The Lords were led at the
Battle of the Brook by senior
Jake Fait and sophomore
Ryan Muthiora. Fait, who
shot a combined 148 over
the two days for six over par,
landed a fourth-place individual finish. His score was
just three strokes away from
winner Warren Whithaus
of Rose-Hulman Institute
of Technology (Terre Haute,
Ind.). “I thought the team
played very well, but I don’t
think we touched our potential,” Fait said. “I genuinely
think we have the capability
to go well under par as a team.
With that said, we didn’t
bring our A-game and still
found a way to win.”
Muthiora also shot well,
finishing just a stroke behind
Fait for a fifth-place finish.
While both Fait and Muth-

Despite fighting back from
a 20-3 deficit this past Saturday,
the Lords football failed to execute in key moments and fell
to Oberlin College 28-24 in the
North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC) opener for both
teams.
Szabi Simo ’17 opened up
the scoring with a 33-yard
field goal to give Kenyon (0-2,
0-1 NCAC) the early 3-0 lead;
Oberlin (1-1, 1-0 NCAC) responded with a seven-yard
touchdown run on the ensuing
possession, putting the Yeomen ahead for good.
Starting the next drive from
Oberlin’s own two-yard line,
Oberlin’s running back Blake
Buckhannon ’ broke free for
a 53-yard gain on third down,
giving the Yeomen a first down
at the Kenyon 43-yard line. It
only took Oberlin four more
plays to break through the goal

THIS WEEK IN
KC ATHLETICS
Volleyball boosts record to 6-3
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Ryan Muthiora ’18 putts the ball at Battle at the Brook over the weekend.
iora carded a score of 76 on
Saturday, Muthiora shot just
a stroke worse than Fait on
Sunday to finish at 149 overall. “We lost this same tournament last year by just one
stroke, so we came in with
chips on our shoulders,” Muthiora said.
Mason McCool ’17 and
Jordan Harlacher ’16 also
played well, as McCool tied
for sixth place and Harlacher finished in a tie for eighth
place. Harlacher, who led the
field with a score of 73 at the
end of Saturday’s round, was

unable to maintain his torrid pace from the day before
and scored an 80 on Sunday.
“It was a good team win with
everyone contributing up and
down the lineup,” Harlacher
said.
The victory, the Lords’ first
of the season, came a weekend
after the team kicked off their
season at the Transylvania
University Fall Invitational.
The invitational was a competitive one and was attended
by three nationally-ranked
teams in addition to five
teams that played in last fall’s

National Collegiate Athletic
Association Championship.
While the Lords finished
ninth in the invitational, they
showed great promise. The
team’s combined score of 895
was a Kenyon record for a 54hole tournament, and came
in 31 over par for the course.
Harlacher led the Lords, finishing with an individual
score of 221 to place 20th.
The Lords now have plenty of time off to prepare for
the Mason/Dixon Collegiate
Classic on the weekend of
Oct. 3.

Lords lose NCAC opener to Oberlin
NOAH GURZENSKI
STAFF WRITER

15

“

We didn’t get that opportunity [to take
the lead] because of the little mistakes that
we’ve got to fix.”
Chris Monfiletto, head coach

line, extending their lead to 123.
Despite Brandon Byrd ’18
ending Oberlin’s next offensive
possession with an interception, the Yeomen found the end
zone on their very next drive,
making the score 20-3.
On the ensuing kickoff,
Alex Gant Van Vliet ’17 returned the ball all the way
down to the Oberlin 37-yard
line to give the Lords excellent
starting field position. Eight
plays later, Ian Bell ’18 took the
ball nine yards into the end
zone on a jet sweep, shaving
the deficit to 20-10. At the end
of the first half, Oberlin handed
Kenyon two more points when
the Yeomen’s center snapped
the ball over his punter’s head

and through the back of the
end zone for a safety.
Ahead 20-12 at the start of
the second half, Oberlin extended their lead to 28-12 with
a 32-yard touchdown pass plus
a two point conversion early in
the third quarter. Not to be outdone, the Lords found the end
zone on each of their next two
possessions to make the score
28-24, courtesy of an eight-yard
touchdown pass from Jake
Bates ’16 to John Clark ’18 and a
one-yard touchdown run from
Blake Calcei ’16. Kenyon’s failure to register points after each
of its two third-quarter touchdowns kept the Lords from
getting within three points of
Oberlin. Down by four points
instead of three, Kenyon need-

ed a touchdown in the final
frame to take the lead.
“If we had made the extra
point, or caught the two-point
conversion, which we shot
ourselves in the foot with, we
would’ve been able to kick a
field goal down at the 18-yard
line and potentially win the
football game,” Head Coach
Chris Monfiletto said. “But we
didn’t get that opportunity because of the little mistakes that
we’ve got to fix.”
Kenyon would work its way
down to the Oberlin 29- and 18yard lines in the fourth quarter,
but two failed fourth-down
conversion attempts kept Kenyon from tallying the gamewinning touchdown, preserving the victory for Oberlin.
The Lords return to action this Saturday at 1 p.m. on
McBride Field against Hiram
College (0-1, 0-0 NCAC) at Kenyon’s first home game of the
season.

Volleyball defeated Earlham College 3-0 on
Wednesday night, extending their season record
to 6-3. This winning streak means the Ladies
are three games over .500 for the first time in
several years.
Before their victory, the Ladies won two of
their three matches over the weekend, continuing a run of success that marks a remarkable
turnaround from last season. The three matches
were played as part of the sixth-annual Charlie
Wrubleski Tournament at Mount St. Joseph University in Cincinnati.
While the Ladies lost their match to the Heidelberg University Student Princes (Tiffin, Ohio)
in four sets, they played well, erasing multiple
deficits and extending the match to a fourth set.
On Saturday, the Ladies played much better,
defeating both Mount St. Joseph University and
Maryville College (Maryville, Tenn.) by match
scores of 3-1. Against Mount St. Joseph University, Delaney Swanson ’18 led the attack with 19
kills and three aces. Katie Goulder ’16 and Tierney McClure ’18 contributed eight and 10 kills,
respectively.
Jensen Shurbert ’18 orchestrated the offense
against the Maryville College Scots, collecting 36
assists to lead the team. McClure also registered
12 kills in the 3-1 victory.
“There is not only competition with other
teams but everyone is competing with each other, which makes us all better,” Shurbert said.
The Ladies next play on Tuesday, when they
travel to Ada, Ohio to take on Ohio Northern
University at 7 p.m.
— Noah Nash

Field hockey wins, tops NCAC table
Field hockey is on a roll. The Ladies beat Centre College (Danville, Ky.) 1-0 on Saturday in
Gambier, improving their overall record to 4-1.
They now top the North Coast Atlantic Conference (NCAC) standings with a 2-0 in-conference
record.
“We all get along really well,” Maddie Breschi
’16, who scored the game’s only goal on Saturday, said. “We also have a new assistant coach
who has brought in a lot of new techniques and
skills.”
In addition to the influence that Anna Crumb,
the new coach, has had on the team, the Ladies
have also been boosted by a stout defense, posting three shutouts in five games thus far. Centre
only placed two shots on target Saturday, in contrast to Kenyon’s five.
As a result of her teammates allowing so few
shots on goal, sophomore goalkeeper Sarah Speroff ’s save percentage has risen up to 83 percent
on the season.
The Ladies next play Saturday at Wittenberg
University (Springfield, Ohio) at 11 a.m., and at
Washington and Jefferson College (Washington,
Penn.) on Sunday at 1 p.m.

— Esteban Bachelet
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Hannah Saiz ’13, left, helped the Ladies to a second-place finish at the 2013 NCAA National Championships, where she won the 200-yard butterfly in a Kenyon-record time.

Former Kenyon swimmer goes pro, eyes Olympic Trials
Hannah Saiz ’13 swam with the Ladies for four years, breaking multiple program records during her tenure.
ESTEBAN BACHELET
SPORTS EDITOR

Hannah Saiz ’13 plunges
into the waters of the women’s
200-butterfly final during the
2013 National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) National Championships with one
thought on her mind: beating
her preliminary time of 1:55.98
by at least three-tenths of a second to break the NCAA Division
III record.
Saiz is in the water, fast. She
swims the first 50 yards and
passes out, unconscious.
She is on the pool deck, throat
and lungs burning, surrounded
by lifeguards and teammates.
Saiz has just had a severe
asthma attack.
“I was barred from further
competition,” Saiz said in a recent telephone interview from
Milwaukee, where she is currently training. “I had to watch
from the pool deck as some
teammates I was incredibly
proud of went out and owned in
the 800 freestyle relay.” In Saiz’s
final season, the Ladies went on
to take second place overall at
the NCAA National Championships.
“That was my spot, that was
where I wanted to be, and it was
incredibly painful mentally and
emotionally, standing on the
sideline,” Saiz said. “I wanted to
find out if I had more left.”

Despite winning an individual national title with her preliminary time, Saiz uses her final race of 2013 as motivation
today. This past summer Saiz left
her job as a swimming instructor to pursue professional swimming full time. She has qualified
for the 2016 Olympic trials. Saiz
participated in the 2012 Olympic
trials but did not make the final
cut.
Despite the challenges, including breaking a hand during
the warm-ups of the 2014 Summer Nationals (Irvine, Calif.)
and her continued battle with
asthma, Saiz has found a reason
to dive back into the pool.
In the summer after graduating from Kenyon with an English major, Saiz trained at the
Ohio State University, returning
to Kenyon for a collegiate longcourse meet. There, she swam 30
seconds faster than she did during her first Olympic trials in
2012.
“I thought to myself, ‘Hey, I
guess [I’m] not done yet,’” Saiz
said.
Instead of becoming a collegiate assistant coach, Saiz sought
avenues for becoming a professional and found the Schroeder
YMCA swimming team.
“Life after Kenyon is everyone’s dream and everyone’s
nightmare,” Saiz said. Her focus
is on rest, nutrition and recovery
rather than on homework, prac-

“

I think Hannah loved swimming as much anyone
I’ve ever met. She has a relationship with the water
that is profound and almost beyond words.”

Jess Book ’01, head coach

tice, cardio and weightlifting.
“I think I eat much better
than I ever did at Kenyon, simply
because I am cooking for myself
now,” Saiz said. “Unlike Peirce
where you have the mystery meat
and you don’t know what’s in it, I
know absolutely everything that
I put into my body.”
In addition to keeping in top
shape, another challenge of professional swimming is staying
afloat financially. Swimming,
unlike other American sports,
pays only a handful of athletes
well. Because Saiz did not place
as a top six swimmer in the U.S.
or top 12 swimmer in the world
at the 2015 Phillips National
Championships, instead finishing ninth in the U.S. pool, she
did not qualify for an annual
government swimming stipend
of $30,000. To pay transportation bills, lodging and the food
costs that come with being a professional, Saiz is using DreamFuel, a crowd-funding website
that helps athletes deal with the

financial strain.
“It takes a leap of faith that is
tremendous and many of us are
more interested in doing other things professionally at that
point, and there’s nothing at all
wrong with that,” Jess Book ’01,
Saiz’s head coach for three years
during her time at Kenyon, said.
“It takes a lot of courage to take a
jump like that.”
Saiz is able to dedicate herself to the pool seven days a week
because she is not like everyone
else, bringing intensity to her
work.
Saiz took to heart the quote,
“You can’t be the best and be like
everybody else,” which she saw
while competing in high school.
Saiz’s former teammate Mariah Williamson ’16 remembers
her teammate’s intensity. “She
worked really, really hard and if
you weren’t working really, really
hard, she would call you out for
it,” Williamson said. “She has an
admirable work ethic. She was
definitely a positive influence.”
According to Book, Saiz fit

the criteria of what it takes to be
a professional: a love of the water
and a strong belief that she could
get better.
“I think Hannah loved swimming as much as anyone I’ve
ever met,” Book said. “She has a
relationship with the water that
is profound and almost beyond
words.”
After posting a time of 2:09.83
in the 200-yard butterfly two
months ago at the 2015 Phillips
66 National Championships,
Saiz currently ranks 40th in the
world and eighth among U.S.
swimmers.
Saiz accumulated 19 AllAmerica certificates while with
the Ladies, won the 2013 NCAA
Division III title in the 200-yard
butterfly, graduated with program records for both butterfly
events and helped guide the Ladies to a runner-up finish at the
2013 NCAA Division III Championship. In June, Saiz will once
again seek to push her limits at
the 2016 U.S. Olympic Team Trials in Omaha, Neb.

